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us by a translation of this beautiful prayer, from the Hebrew | 


of the celebrated periodical ,DNDN; he has appended a note, 
exhibiting the true history of its composition. We, however, 


take the liberty of postponing the insertion of this note to. 


the close of the translation, on order to admit a condensed 
version of ‘fan episode on the life of Maimonides” (also a 
physician) a romantic recital, written, as it appears, for the 
kana of introducing the prayer. For a translation of the 
rench copy of this episode, of which we now present a 
condensed sketch, we are indebted to the kindness of ** A Lady.” 
The fragment opens with a dialogue between Averroés, 
the most celebrated physician of his time, in Morocco, and his 
young pupil, the son of Maimon. The physician commends, 
in the warmest terms, a portion of his pupil's commentaries 
upon the Mishna, which had come under his notice, exhorts 
him to continue the work, and assures him that it will win 
immortality to his fame. The pupil acknowledges the en- 
couragement, announces his intention to proceed with that 
and other great works, but, complains of the hostility of the 
ecclesiastics of that day, who menace him with anathema, for 
his devotion to profane authors, and his attacks upon received 
opinions. Maimonides dreads also the jealousy of the physicians 
of Morocco, aiid is eventually compelled to exercise, in secret, 
the art for which he obtains the diploma of Averroés: his 
ostensible occupation being that of a dealer in spices. 
Eventually the boldness of his commentaries upon the Mishna, 
provokes the Anathema which had been threatened, and he 
1s compelled to leave Morocco, choosing Egypt for his new 
abode, as affording the best prospects for his professional 
advancement. He is obliged to accept as a loan, the purse 
designed as a bounty by his admiring master, whom he prays, 
in return, to accept of the manuscript of a prayer which he has 
been in the daily habit of offering up, before attendance 
upon his patients. 
Averroés, delighted with the piety and appositeness of the 
composition, insists that the author shall, in disguise, compete 
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with the medical pupils of his academy for a prize, even then 


offered for the best prayer for such an occasion. 
The competitors having assembled in the hall, each in turn 
reads the prayer he has composed; Averroés, with the universal 


concurrence of the other competitors, awards the prize to 


Maimonides, and the amount, previously a loan for his journey, 
becomes the well earned meed of lis talents. 

The generous pupils who had been, even now, his rivals, 
essay in vain to induce him to stay among them, and escort him. 
with honor to the port of Algiers, on his way to Egypt. ‘The 
following is a translation of the Hebrew prayer. | 

‘Oh! God of goodness! Thou hast formed man in wisdom : 
Thou hast implanted in him multifarious powers, all of which - 


‘incessantly act In order to sustain and preserve the earthly 


dwelling of his immortal soul, and the functions allotted to 
each are executed with a due regard to the most perfect 
harmony and sympathy. Butif, either from the fragility of 
the matter of which he is composed, or his inherent ungovern- 
able passions, this harmony be disturbed, then do those 
powers operate contrary to each other, and man returns to 
the dust from which he was created. But Thou to remedy 
this evil, dost mercifully send disease, which is the herald of 
approaching danger, to warn and to call into requisition the 


necessary steps for its prevention. 


“Gracious power! Thou hast filled the earth, mountains, 
and rivers, with salutary substances, possessing the properties 
of alleviating the sufferings of thy creatures, and rescuing 
them from a premature grave. J'o man especially, Thou 
hast vouchsafed wisdom and knowledge; Thou hast instructed 
him to assist his fellow creatures and to discriminate between 
a state of health and of disease. Thou has taught him to extract, 
from the most hidden spots, salutary remedies, to appreciate 
their particular qualities, to prepare and employ them in 
the manner and for the purposes for which Thou hast destined 
them. | 

‘‘Thou beholdest me, thy servant, whom Thou hast chosen 
to watch over the life and health of thy creatures. I am 
now ready for the exercise of my vocation, I beseech thee! 


/O Supreme Goodness! to assist me in my labours, that they 


4 


30 


may prove prosperous; for without thy aid O God how can | 


man prosper? Grant that the love of wisdom and that of my 
fellow beings may continually inspire me, and remove far 
from me, avidity, avarice, thirst for glory or a high reputation ; 
for these, as they are inimical to truth and philanthropy, 
might lead me from my straight path and prevent my bene- 
fiting the work of thy creation. Sustain O God! my powers 
of mind and body, that I may always be found ready to serve 
those who call upon me, whether poor or rich, good or bad, 
friend or enemy. Enable me to see in my patient only my 
suflering fellow-being: for Thou art equally the father and 
preserver of the rich and poor, the good and the wicked, 
the despiser as well as the observer of thy precepts. | 

“Preserve the integrity of my understanding, and render it 
capable of comprehending the present, and of justly prognosing 
the future. Preserve me also from entertaining opinions which 
obstinately refuse to acknowledge that which is evident, and 
from a vain presumption which sees that which it ought not 
to see, Be such thoughts far distant from me. 

‘Be with my spirit, O God! that | may always be master of 
myself. When at the bedside of my patient, may no strange 
reflections distract me.. Remove all temptation from me, and 
cause all that experience and research may suggest to pass 
before me; for the work to which Ihave dedicated myself, 
that of preserving the lite and health of thy creatures, is a holy 
one. Inspire, O faithful God! my patients with confidence in 
me and in the resources of my art. Keep far from them all 
pseudo-physicians, who destroy that which | 
to accomplish: also all family and feminine advisers, who 
imagine themselves skilful, but whose interference renders the 
benefits of our sublime art null and void, and prepares for thy 
creatures a premature death. 

‘Strengthen my spirit, O God ! that I may listen to more expe- 
rienced men than myself, who may wish to counsel and direct 
me; for the study of my art is immense, and others may know 
that of which I am ignorant. Should ignorance however mock 


and deride me, strengthen me that | may stand upon my own | furnished with the means of observing the minutest ceremonial 


knowledge and persist in the assertion of that which I know to 


be true, even although age, reputation, and high station be 
opposed to me, for acquiescence In such case might cause death 
to the beings of thy creation. 

** Vouchsafe to me mildness of temper, when in consultation 
with those who, more advanced in years than myself, may 
seek to censure, condemn, or prevail over me. Permit me to 
promt by the good hints (to me unknown) which they may 
ave derived from: their experience, and may presumption in 
them exercise no influence on my tranquillity of soul. Enabl 
me continually to honour old age although it contemn me, for 
also trust in Thee, O Lord God! that my days. may be pro- 
longed on this earth, 

“Grant me contentment in all things except in the acquisition 
of knowledge ; purge me from vanity that 1 may not attribute 
any knowledge possess to my own efforts. Accord to me, in 
the plenitude of thy mercy, the power and wish to rectify my 
already acquired knowledge, and to increase it: for well | 
know the immense scope of science, and the capabilities thou 
hast granted to the genius of man for the purpose of daily ex- 
tending his information, and enriching hie store with new 
learning. Thou hast enabled him to discover to-day the errors 
of yesterday, and to cast new light upon that which he 
formerly viewed enveloped in mystery. 

_** QO God of goodness! thou hast chosen me to watch over the 
life and health of thy creatures; behold me about to enter upon 
my duties. Assist me in thy righteousness, and give me the 
strength necessary for their proper accomplishment; for with- 
out thy aid, O God! nothing can turn out prospercusly.” 


The composition of this prayer has erroneously been attributed 
to Maimonides ; but it is the production of the late Dr. Marcus 
Herz, a celebrated physician of Berlin. It was published 
by him in the German language, and the Hebrew version, 
which is to be found in the yoxn, owes its existence to the 
prolific pen of Ltzig Eichel. Mupicvs. | | 


of conscience as yet remained to him. : 
holv alliance he states to be as follows :—that he should not be 


— 


We do not ask our mistaken friends an 


| fostered in the very bosom of their own 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


DECOYS TO APOSTASY. | 

We have had laid before us, a peuon and “ogee in 
Hebrew and English, addressed to the Beth-din ae poor 
Jew who has been for nearly two years In the pay of the Society 
for Promoting Christianity among our people. Of anes docu- 
ments, which exhibit and expose the expedients ee bar for 
enticing the ignorant and destitute to cast off their re gious 
obligations, the following 1s an epitome :-~we deem it proper 
to declare that the man being altogether unknown to us, We are 
unable to vouch for the accuracy of his statements, though it 
must be confessed that we have altogether failed mn discovering 
any probable object on his purt ior misrepresentation. ve 

Tt would appear that at the two last annual meetings 0 Py e 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, held at 
Exeter Hall. one of the most conspicuous objects upon the 
platform has been a Polish Jew, with a long black beard, and 
in full costume, represented to the admiring assembly as the 
Great Rabbi Wolf, under a course of mitiatory training for 
Christian baptism. this man’s OWn coniession, the 
origin of his connexion with the Soctety was a flagrant violation 
of religious and moral propriety, which lost him the counte- 
nance of the Jews; after which, applying for charity to a bene- 
volent Christian, he was referred to a certain Reverend doctor, 
holding office in the Converting Society, which undertook to give 
the man and his family a regular weekly maintenance, provided 


that he would lend himself to its purposes. The coniession 
»y thy aid I seek | 


shows. that he drove a hard bargain for the lujling of so much 
The conditions of this 


required to apostatise himself or family, because he could 
never believe in the dogmas of Christianity,—that he was 


neither to advocate nor to condemn these dogmas—that he was 
to periorm service daily in the Converted Jews’ chapel, near 


which he resided, but not to repeat any thing but psalms,—that he 
was to be allowed to keep his own Sabbaths and festivals, and 


of the most orthodox Jew, (his account of how his house was de- 
corated, and how passover food was brought to him under seal, 
show a ludicrous punctiliousness.) It does not appear whether 
it was in accordance with the compact, but he confesses to 
having regularly supplied his employers with such scraps of 
Talmud, &c., apart irom the context, as the Society had occa- 
sion for. And that 4e was the medium of Issuing tickets for 
the pecuniary assisiance of hundreds of poor Jews who had 
been picked up and sent to him for the purpose. Though we 
do not vouch for the truth of this worthy’s confessions, thus much 
we have learned, that during the time be has been in the pay of 
the Society, (nearly two years, ) he has sent various applications to 
our own ecclesiastical authorities, expressive of contrition, and 
asking to be again received by the Jews. He is now humbly 
supplicating for the imposition of a penance, and that his infant 
son may be admitted into the covenant of our father Abraham. 
lle is evidently in a state of the most abject poverty, which he 
says he has at last been induced to brave, because, having re- 
sisted all overtures for baptism, he had by dint of threats and 
entreaties consented to accompany his confrére, Bishop Alex- 
ander, to Jerusalem, for the purposes of his mission ; but here 
compunction made this move appear ‘* too bad,” and he gave 
the Society the slip a few days since, absenting himself, his wife 
and his children, together with their household goods before 
daylight in the morning. 
And it is on such objects that are squandered the tens of 
thousands per annum, abstracted from the pockets of the pious 
and benevolent, for the conversion of the Jews! W by will they 
not leave the salvation of Israel to Him who is all sufficient 
for his chosen flock, and who for the redemption of Zion, and 
the gathering in of millions of Jews from the remotest eorners 
of the earth, will find other instruments than the handful of 
converts (?) likely to be scraped together by means, which. to 
say the least, afford strong worldly temptations for hypocrisy ! 


neighbours, to divert 


their funds to the putting down of the apostasy declared to be 
church ; but we do ask 
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them to send their missionaries against the infidelity and crime 
which stalk, at noon day, amid the poverty stricken homes of 
their own communities, If they cannot agree as to what is 
real Christianity, they can at least teach a knowledge of God, 
where he is altogether unknown, and we Jews will aid them, as 
we are bound to aid, even though ours will not be the creed 
which is to be taught. 


THE ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH A SECESSION 
SYNAGOGUE IN LONDON. 


The Archives Israélites of the past month, contains a letter 


signed Israel ben Emeth, in reply to another inserted in that. 


magazine, upon the same subject, and quoted by us inNo. 5. We 
deem it fair, therefore, to give this reply some notice, though 
nothing new is advanced, and its chief points have been already 
anticipated in our own columns. The advocate of secession 
declares, that the original petition for reform was addressed to 
the Elders of the Portuguese congregation three years since, 
and that it prayed for the following five points:—The curtail- 
ment of the service,—a more convenient hour for its com- 
mencement on Sabbaths and festivals,\—the introduction of 
English sermons,—an appropriate choir,—and the abolition 
of the second days of festivals. He states as the primary 
grievance, the rejection of this petition “in limine ;” and as the 
next—the rejection of a subsequent application for a branch 
synagogue on the principles comprehended in the preceding 
petition. 

Now, whether the rejection “‘ in limine” was so in spirit as 
well as. in form, may be fairly doubted upon a dispassionate 
view of the question of ** reform,” 
to be represented by the “ five poimts.” Of these, one has 


long since been adopted, plenarily ; another has’ been so, vir- | 
tually ; two others are even now occupying attention in some | 


congregations, (as some think) with the probability of adoption, 
ultimately ; and the fifth involves a principle, we had almost 


said a revolution, far too formidable to be dealt with by any. 
tribunal now in existence, much less by the lay body upon — 
| As to the propriety of rejecting | 
the petition in limine, we have heard it argued, that it was not. 
a question of mere courtesy, but that, in a legal sense, the in- 
sertion of the clause alluded to did, of necessity, vitiate the 


which the demand was made. 


whole petition. Be that as it may, the gravemen of the charge 
before us is, that in the resolutions voted by the whole com- 
munity, (with one dissentient) on the 2d of June last, the con- 
demnation of unauthorised changes precedes the offer of any 
concession. The advocate must indeed be hard pressed for 
grievances, who omits altogether to give the conciliatory por- 
tion of aseries of resolutions, while he quotes the condemnatory 
portion in extenso, and who founds these grievances upon a 
mere point of sequence. | 

If offence on such a ground could have been foreseen, we 
think there was influence enough with the leaders of the con- 
gregation, to have prevented the disregard of ‘** the punctilio of 
precedence ‘‘ even though, (as those who cavil may admit), it is 
not always practicable in a mixed assemblage, and on a vexata 
questio of many years standing, ‘ to pick and chuse ” phrases, 
and their order of sequence. We will not stop to enquire into the 
manner in which ‘*‘ powers that be”? do sometimes ‘‘ execute 
law ;’’ but reasonable men would make allowances. Here are 
litigants many years arrayed against each other, without any 
tribunal for their differences, but their own excited passions; 
and we grieve to hear imputations of hostile feeling swaying 
some, who, in their turn, hoodwink others. Alas! that it should 
be thus, and that all parties should so play the game of the 
common enemy ! | 

We would, once again, impress this upon the small knot of 
those who threaten secession: (for their smallness of number 
has never blinded us to the integrity of their intentions, and 
the respectability of their qualities, in all but theological leader- 
ship). We ask them to read again the papers on Schism, in 
pages 5 and 11 (Nos. 1 and 2), of this a iied--t0 divest the 


question of the aggravations of the contest, and to look back 


to the five points of their original petition ; to reflect how much 
has been al 


ready obtained, (the earlier perhaps for their own 


in so far as it can be said — 


| agitation)—and how much may yet be attainable, (the one point 
alone excepted,) and all from authority! 

Has not the agitation served its ends, so far as it may be 
wisely pressed? Are not the elements of enquiry and improve- 
ment awaked? Will not the victory be the more glorious 
when a litile self conquest is superadded? What separate 
advantages can be even hoped for, which could by possibility 
atone for the evils certain 2? Would that our humble appeal 
might be listened to; ¢hen, Israel still one as ever, our columns 
should be cheeriully lent for the advocacy of all cautious, pro- 
gressive, authorised, improvement. 

Since the above was written, the annual meeting of all the con- 
tributors to the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue has been held, 
Sir Moses Montefiore in the chair. ‘The committee appointed in 
June last reported that the seceders had refused to meet them. 
A resolution was thereupon passed, which, though piously 
framed, has no practical bearing; and a committee was ap- 
pointed, (as we understand,) for the purpose of a general in- 
vestigation info the present state of affairs. 


ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEMINARY OR 
COLLEGE, FOR THE TRAINING OF A 
JEWISH MINISTRY. 


(Continued from No. 6.) 


Ovr last number furnished extracts from the address upon 
this subject, circulated in December last, advocating the esta- 
'blishment ofa collegiate institution, as a fitting mode of com- 
_memorating the success of the Montefiore mission. ‘This meeting 
was suitably presided over by H. De Castro, Esq., the then pre- 
sident of the Board of Deputies, and an efficient arm of the 
mission in its home relations. It was soon apparent, 
that the exact form of the testimonial had been predetermined 
by those who would have to contribute most towards it. Our 
appeal was, however, in the hands of many, ina large and re- 
spectable assembly, and the view it opened was evidently .the 
popular one. It is unnecessary here to record the proceedings 
of these meetings (for there was an adjournment) circumstan- 
tially: an early resolution prescribed a maximum to individual 
subseription: upon this hint, we spake,” as it proposed to 
fetter those who were liberally inclined towards an object so 
national asa college. We were heard long and patiently. In 
addition to the reasoning brought to bear upon the subject, 
some very few private friends, all thatcould be canvassed in time, 
had enabled us to present an opening list of about £500 towards 
the accomplishment of our object: the list being headed by the 
benevolent man referred to on page 34, as having already con- . 
tributed another £500 towards one branch of this great object. 
We presented also a resolution of the Committee of the Man- 
chester Hebrew Association, authorising us to represent that 
body at the meeting, as identified with our own views. Extracts 
of a letter from the Senior Warden of the Liverpool congrega- 
tion ( that body had not met on the subject) were also read, 
shewing how nobly our proposition was likely to be responded 
to there; besides this, we showed how not only British 
Jews, both at home and in the colonies; might be expected to 
respond to an appeal in such a shape; but how the American 
Jews, equally interested in the question as ourselves, and even 
the continental Jews, were disposed towards such an under- 
taking. If additional arguments had been needful, they were 
exhibited in the deference to our proposition, of those who had 
previously advocated almshouses, hospitals, houses of industry, 
monuments, &c., all popular projects, for the Montefiore testi- 
monial. Thus, with the means, (as confessed where the best 
opportunity of judging existed,) of forcing our own views upon 
the minority, powerluland respectable though it was; we employed 
the influence we had acquired in the meeting, to induce con- 
sent to a presentation of slabe (unanimously, with the exception 
of one dissentient). But we fought hard for the adoption of a 
smaller maximum for individual subscription; we endeavoured 
to prove how every end would be served theréby, and the fol- 
lowing supplementary resolution was received with general cheers 
by a crowded meeting. . 

‘‘ That this meeting cannot separate without declaring its con- 
viction, that, in addition to the merely personal presentation just 
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resolved upon, and in order more adequately to represent the | paratory toa pub 


feelings of the Jewish public, both here, and wherever fs & 
has been manifested; it becomes an imperative duty to establis! 

a commemorative monument, which shall not only carry with it 
a grateful tribute to the personal feelings of Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore, and afford to posterity that protection against like evils, 
inseparable from such a memento ; but which, dedicated to our 
spiritual and intellectual improvement, shall humbly carry out 
he purpose which these events are destined to subserve, and 
at the same time register befitting gratitude to Almighty God 
for the providence thus again manifested for the protection of His 
people Israel. 


It is therefore declared necessary, that a public | 


lic meeting. Any step beyond what has existed 


‘must be towards improvement ; and though the public may be 


meeting be convened so soon as practicable, alter the return of Sir | 


Moses Montefiore, in order to the consideration of this important 
subject.” | 

Again were the means of carrying the point in our own hands ; 
and we have been reproached for thus letting slip an oppor- 
tunity, which may never again occur, of pledging the whole 
Jewish people to a national effort for accomplishing what was 
acknowledged to be the great desideratum, even by those who 
opposed its introduction then, Opposition, indeed, there was 


none, except on the question of expediency and our choice of 


time. We were appealed to, to withdraw the resolution, by the 
chairman and other influential gendemen, on the pledge 
that they would, Ol any o.her occasion, heartily support our 
views. Our own seconder ureed us to yield, and we reflected 
that if victory were snatched, in Would be consurued as a per- 
sonal defeat by those who were the all honored tusi;umens by 
which alone good works oi magnitude could be accomplished, 
We contended not for victory, but for success, aud we yielded ; 
we stayed the ardour o: our triends, avd even cook pare in the 


subsequent resolutions, in order to exhibit the suieble espect of 


universal concurrence at a meeting imtended vw do honor to 
Sir Moses Montetiore. 

That a mere preseutatiion of plate alone would not suflice either 
the occasion or the gencral has proved by 
divers circumstances : oLhers, by special declaration 
to that effect; by resolutions prescribing very small maxima 
for mdividual subseriptious iG coe plate, ia order.vo make locel 
contributions uaiversal; and éven by the desicn to divert some 


concributions to a separate tescmontal ; but sitll more, by the ex. | 


pressive silence ceria arcut congregevlions for whose eiibu- 
siasin plate ofiered no acceptable means ordemon We 
are wot ignorant of having been individuelly charged as the 
pe mover of all this unwillingness to couiorm implicicly to the 

mdon resolutions; bat i such a oo the indepeadent 
judgment of the most intelligent and wealthy congregations 
could be for one mowent seriously advanced by any, even mo.t 
disposed to represent us as “a visionary,” and ** an unknown 
enthusiast,’ surely a recurrence to ou¢e cone diwory poliey and 
forbearunce at this great meeting might desiroy the lesion, 

We must postpone to a succeeding number, a notice of ihe 
eflorts subsequeatly made to gather ibe elemenis uniortu- 
nately scattered with this great We shall likewise 
publish our full scheme ior the establishment of a collegiate 
stitution, presented to a conjoint of the 
at which, however, we had no opportuniiy (our 
columns will now afford «), of proving, except by deputy, how 
mistaken are those who regard we scheme as io gigantic 
and unpracticable. 

Connected intimately with this subject, is the letter concern- 
ing the Beth-medrash, in Smith’s buildings, Leadenhall-street, 
addressed to us in our last number, by Mr. Simeon Oppenheim, 
honorary secretary. It has elicited other communications, one 
a very angry one; for none of them, however, have we room 
at present. To sum uP the opinions which appear to prevail 
upon the subject, we should say, that all acknowledge the para- 
mount necessity for an institution to train a ministry qualified 
to supply the spiritual wants of our various communities ; but 
some express the apprehension that “ there are features in this 
specific undertaking, which do not warrant confidence that 
the wants of the times have been, or are likely to be, duly con- 
sidered.” Such a mistrust is at least somewhat premature, and 
as we hope, will be dispelled by the explanatory appeal which is 


understood to be in preparation, in order to be circulated pre- | 


unwilling to abandon adi to that culture which has oreo — 
duced no fruits, a salutary change cannot 
for, except with the concurrence, and even gul — ose es 
have been, and are even now, in charge. We sha — - 
subject in our next; meanwhile, admitting that the - — 
proportioned to the means, we respectfully urge as ‘ e ie ms 
method of ensuring public confidence and sympat Y la : 
forthcoming appeal declare what 1s desirable to an 
how it may be done: or, to be more explicit—what will be ees 
lished, provided the present resources Can only be augmen 1 
& the personal influence of those more immediately pense 
in this specific undertaking ;—and what further can be propose ‘ 
provided that means be devised for rousing all Jews of Britis 
origin, to a national effort for supplying im spirit, as In fact, 
the great desideratum 0: our aye. 


Since writing the above we have received a circular appointing 
a general public meeting, called by the Chieti Rabbi and Wardens 
of congregations, for the establishment of a * Hebrew College ; 
to assemble on Sunday morning, 2d January proximo. We 
contras: the address which accompanies the circular, with the 
views said to be originally entertammed, and find much reason 
for joyful anticipation. 


NIT ANN 
Sy nerd 


spain oy ar 
M. J. 
On an indifferent Poet, Translated by J. J. 
Earth saw the Poet’s merits rare, 
And took him to her special care; 
Here now he sleeps, who many a time, 
Set others sleeping o’er his rhyme. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
Jews’ Ilospital—(German congregation).—D. Salamons, 
Esq., has been elected president ;—S. J. Waley, Esq., and 
H. De Castro, Esq., vice-presidents. A correspondent ‘* con- 
gratulates the institution on the array of such influence at its 
head, and anticipates much advantage in the working out of its 
objects by gentlemen of such acknowledged business habits. 
The election is ascribed to the exertions of Messrs. Rothschild, 
and the indefatigable treasurer, Aaron Joseph, Esq. 

Jews’ Infant School.—Donations received : sixty-six flannel 
lippets, from Miss H. Isaacs and Miss Lazarus; fifty large 
merino tippets, froma lady ; and £10 from an anonymous donor. 

Lhe Prince of Wales.—The name of his Royal Highness 
was introduced into our liturgy on the 11th of December, being 
a day before our neighbours inserted it in their church service. 
This is by no means a singular instance, being consequent upon 
the promulgation of the order in council on the eve of the 
Sabbath, of course preceding the first day of the week (Sun- 
day), on which they a for worship, 

Important Meeting at the Western Synagogue.—At the 
polite invitation of the Wardens, we attended this interesting 
meeting on Sunday morning last, in our editorial capacity. 
We hail with satisfaction this recognition of the uses of a j ewish 
press, and find some return for the labour and loss which it has 
cost us to establish it, in the analogous proofs which are rapidly 
developing themselves, that administrative bodies are entertain- 
ing a wholesome deference for public opinion. Some remarks in 
course of the discussion at the meeting, illustrated this deference 
most appositely : we have not reported them, because they in- 
volve personal compliments which it does not become us to pro- 
mulgate. J. Salmon, Esq., took the chair, supported by Messrs. 
S. K. Salaman and Defries, (S. A. Hart, R. A., the other 
honorary officer, being at date of last advices in Florence.) 
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THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


We understand that Sir Moses Montefiore, F. R. S., David 
Salomons, Esq. and others, had signified their regret at inability 
to attend ; but the room was still filled by a large and respect- 
able assemblage of the members of this synagogue. Mr. Charles 
Salamai', one of the committee, having been called upon by the 
chairman, read a most powerful and argumentative address 
upon the defects which have crept into the conduct of divine 
service, and propounded his views of the befitting remedy. He 
was listened to with profound attention, and at the conclusion 
of his eloquent appeal, he was warmly cheered. We regret cur 
inability to give even an epitome of this address, which by the 
friendly courtesy of its author is now hefore us: mere extracts, 


indeed, would fail to do it justice; and it is satisfactory to know 
that, yielding to the wishes of his auditors, Mr. 8S. has consented | 


to the printing of the whole for private circulation. It will doubt- 
less be useful in other congregations in which the germ of 
healthy progress is beginning to manifest itself. We shall 
probably employ the same opportunity to append a de- 
tailed report of the discussion which ensued, contenting our- 
selves meanwhile with a cursory summary of what transpired. 
Two expressions of the address we extract, for such of our 
more distant readers as may not obtain the full copy. It 
declared the design not to be “ for the purpose of setting aside 
any one of our ancient and religious institutions, or of any reli- 
gious or devotional custom,” and that “‘ there is a great desire 
for religious instruction on the part of the younger branches of 
our community: there are those who deem it of essential im- 
portance to be convinced of the immutable truth of our holy 
religion, and who are not satisfied to fullow it, merely because 
they are born in it.”’* 
the meeting with the sentiments of Mr. Salaman’s address, the 
unusual compliment was paid of a vote for placing it upon the 
minutes. Wr. Russel made some observations upon the finan- 
cial bearing of the proposed reforms, and approved of the 
‘assessmentsystem which the address recommended. Aaron 
Asher Goidsmid agreed that decorum was not to be maintained 
by compulsory enactments; he urged the omission of the 
interpolated pieces of already condemned by orthod«x 
opinions: he raised the question of the fit period during which 
the mind could be fixed on devotional objects, so far as that 
question bore upon the preseut duration of the service; and 
assured the committee that he would willingly accept all the 
improvements they would be disposed to grant. Mr. Victor 
_ Abrahams was satisfied that all the reform proposed, could be 
effected without any curtailment of the prayers: and that all 
the abuses of which Mr. Salaman had complained, were not 
inherent in, but had crept into, the service. He congratulated 
the Jews on the pious zeal which was: animating the younger 
members for the improvement of our devotional exercises, He 
called upon Mr. A, A. Goldsmid for an explanation of his views 
on the abridgement of the service, which that gentleman gave : 
they were substantively as reported above. Mr. Dufries, 
Mr, J. lV. Solomon, and Mr. Aarons, expressed their anxiety 
lest it might be inferred that this congregation aimed at un- 


authorised infringements upon the liturgy, or entertained any 


sympathy with what had been attempted in that way elsewhere. 

r, Dulicher and Mr. Davis expressed their wishes that some 
portion of the service could be performed in the English lan- 
guage, and more attention paid to the se, pene instruction of 
the young. Mr. Philip J. Salomons declared, emphatically, that 


he would not submit to any infringement or abridgment, without 


the sanction of the Chief Rabbi, or similar competent authority. 
The Chairman assured the meeting that there was no occasion 
for apprehension on that score. Mr. Johnson spoke at some 
length on the importance of the salutary measures contemplated : 
he thought the principal evil had been overlooked, the absence 
of an efficient minister. He declared that the standard of 
qualifications for a minister ought to be raised, and that he 
would never consent to an election which did not afford a fair 


* Some of the reforms recommended are,—a general assessment in place 
of the Me-shebirochs, the abolition of the present mode of disposing of the 
Mitzvous, the discontinuance of loud ejaculations, and of all music, (even 
chaunting,) connected with prayer,properly so called in the synagogue ser- 
Vice ; alterations in the manner and time of assembling and dispersing.— 
A change of the order of the burial service, &c., &c. 


As a proof of the general concurrence of 
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promise of religious instruction. Mr. Abrahams, jun., Mr. Jno. 
Dyte, Mr. Aaron Goldsmid, and others took part in the succeed- 
ing discussion, which was chiefly upon the arrangement of the 
resolutions appended to Mr. Salaman’s address; two of these 
were ultimately adopted. We have not space for them at 
length ; they recognise the necessity of reforms, and appoint a 
rather large sub-committee to enquire into the subject, and 
devise a befitting remedy, to be submitted in due course to the 
general meeting. After thanks to the chairman for his able and 
impartial services, the meeting adjourned. 

Lirmingham.—The Birmingham Journal devotes more than 
two columns to the proceedings at the anniversary dinner of 
the Hebrew Philanthropic Society of that town, celebrated on 
the 15th inst. The late hour at which the paper has reached 
us, and the pressure of similar matter, restricts us to a much 
briefer notice than is fairly due to the character of the speeches 
delivered. The opening address of the chairman, Mr. P. 
Phillips, did justice to the merits of the charity. He alluded to 
the gratification felt by the Jews in the approbation of their 
charities, exhibited in the attendance of so many estimable 
Christians: he stated that, regarding every man as a_ brother, 
the Society had relieved the distressed of other creeds; and he 
rejoiced im the decline of the vulgar prejudices formerly enter- 
tained against his people. 

The usual loyal toasts were all responded to in the usual 
loyal manner; the name of the Duke of Sussex eliciting some 
well-earned encomiums on the liberal sentiments of His Royal 
Highness. towards the Jews. ‘The Rev. M. J. Raphall, in an 
eloquent address, frequently interrupted by cheers, proposed 
the ** Prosperity of the Society.” Among other interesting 
matter, the speaker said, the members ** had been able to mee‘ 
all the demands upon them, not only in the form of temporary 
relief, but by enabling many of their brethren, by means of 
liberal loans, to commence .business and earn a comfortable 
subsistence, In short, the more charity they gave, the more 
they were enabled to give, for the blessings of Providenee 
seemed specially to come down upon their generous efforts. 
The great object of the Society was not so much to assist men 
in distress, as to keep them, if possible, from coming to that 
condition.” 

The appeal with which the Rev. gentleman concluded, was 
answered by donations amounting to about £80, . The same 
speaker, with a suitable introduction, proposed the health of 
the Chief Rabbi; it was received by the meeting with great 
respect. 

Mr. Levison proposed ‘‘ the health of Sir Moses Montefiore, 


| and the cause of Civil and Religious liberty.” He proved the | 


liberality of Jewish sentiment by various allusions, among 
others, to the public and private acts of Sir Moses Montefiore, 
whom he regarded, on a recent occasion, rather as a missionary 
from the British public, than from the Jews exclusively. He 
felt convinced that the time was approaching when persecution 
on the score of religion, must and would cease to exist all over 
the world, when men would be governed by reason and justice, 
and the spirit of trne brotherhood would prevail. 

Mr. David Barnett (member of the Town Council), was re- 
ceived with cheers, he proposed with his usual good humour and 
good feeling, ‘* their Christian friends and brothers then pre- 
sent.” He spoke at some length on “* the religion of charity,” 
aiid would only inflict this penalty upon those lords and gentle- 
men who opposed the full emancipation of our people,—that they 
should seek the Jews and learn to know them. | 

Aldermen Weston, Phillips, and Carter, and Mr. Councillor 
Stone, severally acknowledyed the compliment ; expressed their 
gratification in thus, for the first time, addressing an assemblage 
of Jews, and passed high encomiums upon the valuable business 
habits which characterise their Jewish colleague at the cor- 
poration board. Alderiian Weston derived the more — 
cation as a Unitarian Christian, from contemplation of the Jewish 
principle, ‘‘ one God and Father of all :” he said, the Jews, under 
whatever circumstances they had been placed, had invariably 
preserved their faith in one God : they were at all events con- 
sistent in their belief; and moreover they were punctual in all 


| their transactions. | 
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The following toasts were, ‘‘ The Mayor and Corporation,” 
‘The Ladies,” ‘* Absent Friends,” (letters from many were 
alluded to,) ‘* The Vice Chairman,” ‘* Alderman Phillips,” &c. 

Liverpool.—W e have receiveda newspaper, containing a report 
of the 3lst anniversary dinner of the Hebrew Philanthropic 
Society, celebrated on the 9th instant. It appears to have passed 
off with great eclat, under the presidency of H. Daniel, Esq., 
many members ot the town council being present, and a 
handsome collection being made for the funds of this excellent 
charity. One speech alone 1s reported, that of'‘a gentleman from 


London; so that to pass it wholly by, would be to court | 


misconception. It certainly contams much of impassioned 
eloquence, but less of justice and charity towards “ unimportant 
units’ because of opinions differing from the orator's, than 
might reasonably be expected from one who already USCS 
the style of ** reverend.” 
is rather incidental than otherwise, and. we 
it by, 

Manchester Hebrew Philanthropic Socwty.—At the annual 
meeting of this Society, upwards of £50 was voted for distribu- 
tion among the resident Poor during the present Winter. At 
the celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of this excellent in- 
stitution, Morris Jacob, Esq., in the chair, and 8. Joseph, Esq., 
in the vice-chair; the usual loyal toasts were received with 
much fervor, the company standing during the national anthem. 
In speaking of her Majesty, the chairman adverted to the 
liberality which distinguished her conduct towards her Jewish 
subjects. ‘The name of the Duke of Sussex was identified with 
civil and religious hberty. After the health of the venerable 
Chief Rabbi, and other appropriate toasts had received due 
honours, the chairman called attention to the immediate object 
of that festive meeting, (the Society does not usually celebrate 
its anniversaries, ) and proposed ‘*the benevolent and able 
Honorary Secretary of the Hebrew Philanthropie Society.” 


willingly pass 


During the manifestations of feeling with which the toast was | 


received, Messrs, A, Jacob, Spier, and Mendelson, approached 
the chair, the first named gentleman carrying a very chaste silver 
cup bearing the following inscription:—** Presented to /saac 
A. Franklin, Esq., by the Members of the Manchester Liebrew 
Philanthropic Socewly, as a token of the high esteem and grati- 
tude they entertain towards him for the able discharge of his 
dutws as Honorary Secretary to that Institution, loth December, 
Is41, 4.17. 5602." On the foot of the cup is engraven, 
** Blessed is he who considereth the poor, the Lord will relieve 
him in time of trouble.” This cup had been obtained by the 
subscription of all the members, the maximum of individual 
contribution having been prescribed at a small amount, and 
several new members having joined the Society in order to con- 
tribute to the testimonial. Mr. Jacob addressed the Honorary 
Secretary in a most feeling manner, expatiating upon the 
zeal and ability displayed in his efforts to promote the welfare 
of his humbler brethren, and alluding to the valuable medical 
services which Mr. Franklin had rendered to the indigent sick 


Another anomaly strikes us, but it 
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Travers: Mr. John Howard, the Town Clerk, Edwin J ones, oF 
Mr. Alderman Bilton, and several members of the apis: ye > 
and friends; it affords us great delight to see the good feeling 
that exists between the Hebrews and the Christian community, 
fully proving that the dark age of religious prejudice is fast 
sinking into oblivion. On the removal of the cloth, alter a Hoe 
long grace had been chaunted by the ‘Rev. Mr. rages 5 
Secretary proceeded to read the last year's report, which Sta _ 
the increase of members and subscribers, together with the 
pleasing intelligence that the period of rehiel to the poor during 
che winter months, had been extended from fourteen to twenty 
weeks, &c. The Chairman, after the usual loyal toasts, pro- 
posed. ** The Rev. Solomoa Hirsehel, Patron of the Society, 
to which the Rev. Mr. Cohen replied. * The Army.” Major 
‘Travers responded to this toast In a long and forcible speech, 
“The Navy.” Mr. Halls; R.N., returned thanks. “ The 
Mayor and Corporation of Portsmouth.” The Mayor rose 
and. in a short aod eloquent address, expressed sentiments 
breathing the spirit of true charity, and concluded by proposing 
‘Prosperity to the Institution,” to which the late treasurer, 
Mr. Emanucl Emanuel, returned thanks on behalf of the 
society, and stated how obliged the members felt by the 
presence of their guests, and for the cordtal manner in which 
they had responded to the toast, especially alluding to the 
Christians present. He believed that in true charity there could be 
no distinetion between one sect and another, between Jew and 
Christian. The society had been established upwards of thirty- 
four years, and commenced wich six members. He concluded 
by communicating the pleasing fact, that the relief this winter 
had. been still further extended from twenty to thirty weeks, 
which sufficiently proved the prosperity of the Institution.— 
(Abridged from the Hampshire I nde pendent. ) | 

‘Furiher Progress of /ducation.—To our tormer notices, we 
are happy to add that of an evening school tor male adults, 
about to be established by Mr. M. H. Myers, of the Ann sypon 
school. The design of Mr. Myers is to render his acquirements 
available to the hard working man, to whom no opportunities 
have been previously afforded of obtaining arudimental education. 
At our recommendation, he has added the elements of an English 
education to his original scheme ; and we heartily wish him the 
suecess which his truly Jewish design so well merits, 

By a printed announcement before us, we perceive that the 
evenings of Sunday and Wednesday are to be devoted to this 
good work, ——— 

A BON MOT OF MENDELSSOHN, 

Over the upper windows of a synagogue was inscribed— 

: ils 1s the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter by 
it.”’—Psalms, exviil. 19, 

The founder of the edifice, whose name was Joel, had attained 
to considerable riches by means not very honourable. Men- 
delssohn seeing the inscription, declared that it ought to receive 


the following addition 


‘* They shall enter by the windows like a thief.” Joel, ii. 9 


of the town. Mr. Jacob took occasion to congratulate the 
honoured parents of their worthy Secretary, upon the influence 
of their pious example upon their children. A/r. Jsaae J. 
Franklin, powertully affected by the position in which he was 
placed, acknowledged the compliment in appropriate terms, 
and proposed to exhibit his sense of the manner in which his 
labours had been appreciated, by devoting himself still more 
earnestly to the like pursuits ; among others, to the establish- 
ment of a more efficient school for the education of the Jewish 
poor ; and the formation of a Strangers’ Aid Society, as a sub- 
stitute for the present mischievous practice of indiscriminate 
relief, and as a means of more liberally assisting the truly de- 
serving. Other toasts prolonged the hilarity of the evening till 
after midnight.—( From a Correspondent. ) 

_ Portsea—The annual dinner of the Portsea Hebrew Bene- 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
We receive, from Transylvania, the interesting intel); 
that a young female, heretofore of the 
publicly become a convert to the Jewish faith. She previous! ) 
acquainted the clergyman of her denomination with her mi 
he, in conjunction with three other ministers gave her the 
requisite testimonial, after having, however, vainly endeavoured 
to dissuade her from her purpose. The convert’s name, Sari 
Nagy, has been changed into Rebecca. She is married to a 
Jewish tradesman, who is said, however, to have had no share 


Me ao 


-Yolent Society took place on Wednesday last, at the Vestry 
Hall, which was superbly decorated with evergreens, flowers, 
and banners; about 150 gentlemen sat down to a most 
sumptuous entertainment, for the arrangements of which great 
credit is due to the managing committee. Mr, Isaac Myers 
the President of the Institution, was in the chair, and in the 


room we observed Daniel Howard, Esq., Mayor; Major 


in the step taken by the convert, as it is g 


enerall 
that she had felt thus inclined from her 
wedding, celebrated according to the customs of the Jews 
? 


added to the interest of the event. Many ] d 
(Christians,) of the environs, attended the 


fested their tolerance by richly endowin : 
The Protestant pastor, likewise aaa g the bridal couple. 


the convert, and on taking leave, 


it at the weddin , add 
expressed the wish that ‘nt 
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religion might afford her that peace of mind which she was 
seeking. —Hamburgh Nachrichten. 

Hamburgh.—The Temple directors have published a rejoinder 
to the public notice of the Chacham, (inserted in our last 
number,) denying the authority of that functionary over them, 
and charging him with ignorance and malevolence. It is to 
be lamented, that the animosity which has been eneendered 
thereby, has carried the maiter to the notice of the Hambureh 
senate. ‘The German papers contain a review of the disputed 
prayer-hook, showing ls alterations and omissions, as well as 
the portions (considerable ones) which are reeiied in the 
German language. 
been struck out referring to our relizious future, a construction 
which has (perhaps not warrantably) been put upon the 
Chacham’s charze. 


Correspondents of the German papers 


accuse the Chacham of supineness during the 20 years he has | “1 of our correspondent’s communication. 


It does not appear that all passages have | 


held office, inasmuch as he only now takes a prominent stand. | 


against the Dissenters, and that too in a form which rather 
seeks to condemn than to convince. 


whom have turned out distinguished sebolar..) and the 
incompetency attributed to the pupils of the Talmud Tohra 
school.—f All these dissentions are indeed lamentable, may 
the like be averted from us.—Ep. | | : 

Zilz, (Prussia,) Nov. 7.—Unvder this date a private corres- 
pondent of the Allgemeine Zeitung des Juden-bums, reporis 
the distinguished recepiion given in this, his native town, to 
Dr. Léwe, one of the mission to the ast, under Sir Moses 
Montefiore, and orienialist to the Duke of Sussex, on the ocea- 


an absence of eight years. At the unanimous lavicetion of the 
Chief Rabbi and Elders, Dr. Lowe delivered a most eloquent 
sermon, on a singularly appropriate texi, ta the poriion of ihe 
current week, mY” »M—the mission of Eliezer of Damascus. 
(the preacher's name being Eliezer.) ‘The scrmon, which wes 
of two hours duration, exbibiied much-crudition, aud power- 
fully affected the whole assembly, ** leaving no eye without a 
tear.” The aiiernoon service concluded, the heeds of the eom- 
‘munity assembled at the residence of the Chie? Rabbi, who had 


already addressed to bis guest a most impressive welcome in | 


the Hebrew tongue. At the dinner which the Rubbi eave, aad 
which was prolonged uniil a very late hour. due honour was 
done to the name of Sir Moses Monieiiore. Among the tousis 
appear also the names of M, Cremieux, Dr. Mank, and Mr. 
Wire. The papers shew that at Breslau also, Dr. Lowe received 
a most distinguished reception. 


We have before us files of the Orient and the Allgemeine 
Zeilung des Judenihums. 

The former contains many reviews of new publications con- 
nected with Jewish affairs, and several inverescing biographical 
sketches ; all exhibiting the commendable aciiviiy of our German 
brethren in the republic of letters. The Criené also contains 
aminute description of the Jewish quarier ia Constantinople, 
and of the habits and government of its iuhabitants.—Accounts 
of the Jews of Dresden, their schools, &c. ;—stutistics of the 
Algerine schools, and of the number of Jewish children in them 
during progressive years. History and progress of the Mendelssohn 
institute of Dresden,—and description of a Jenwish confirma- 
tion” in Glogau. 

Our file of the Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums contains, 
among other interesiing intelligence, accounts of the progres- 
sive re-csiublishment of the Jews in Portugal, without being 
molested either by the government or the people; and that 
too, notwithstanding that the old edicts for expulsion of the 
Jews from Portugal remain still unrepealed. No apprehensions 
appear to be entertained that these relics of a barbarous age 
will again be resorted to, but confidence is expressed, that in 
emergency, British protection would be available, since nearly 
all the new seitlers are from Gibraltar. The number of Jews 
in Portugal is at present roughly computed at 2500, some being 
already extensive merchants of large resources, travelling 
through the country fearlessly, which they cannot do in the 
other kingdom of the Peninsula. As a proof of the mutual 
forbearance of religious parties, is adduced the fact, than one 


Compuarisoas: are also | 


drawn between the siudenis of the general free school, (Some of | respect and affection, and their grateful appreciation of his 
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of the three synagogues in Lisbon, is in the upper story of a 
monastery, 

[t is a popular impression, that there exist many old Jewish 
iamilies im Portugal which were compelled to embrace Chris- 
iianity in ancient times, still in privacy conform to Judaism: 
but no vesiige has been yet discovered of them. 


A correspondent has kindly furnished us with an interesting 
narrative of the departure of Doctor Hirsch from Oldenburg, 
of which place he was recently Chief Rabbi, and of his initia- 
tion as Chief Rabbi of the Emden congregations. 

Rabbi Hirsch is well known not less by his able writings than 
by his pious exertions in defence of orthodox Judaism. 

We regret that want of room restricts us to a very brief sum- 


He states, that on the Sabbath preceding the departure of 
the Rabbi from Oldenburg, all the members of the congregation 
with their wives and families, were present to testify their 


piety and virtue during ten years of an active life: he had 
been their sage adviser and faithful friend, and his councils 
and sympathy had even been a source of solace to. them in the 
various vicissitudes to which they had been subjected. 

Besides the members of the congregation there were several 
Christian friends present on the oceasion, ‘The synagogue was 
crowded. Our correspondent proceeds to describe the solenm 
performance of divine worship, and the profound sensation 


_ produced upon the congregation when the Chief Rabbi took 


— 


| 


sion of the learned Doctor’s visit to his family and friends, avier | the Sepher Torah from the reader,.and himself recited the 


special prayer for the welfare of the congregation, together’ 
with that for the government, which follows it. 

His parting discourse appears to have excited the admiration 
ofall present, and his admonitions and exhortations, expressed 
as from a father to his children, penetrated to their hearts, 
convinced their understandings, and elevated their minds to a 
deeper reverence for the sacred truths, so eloquently enforced. 

On the following day the Rabbi left Oldenburg: his «nitia- 
tion as Chief Rabbi of Emden took place on the 22d October, 
at the synagogue of that town. 

On the following day he delivered a discourse in the syna- 
gogue to a crowded auditory. There were present on the 
occasion the chief magistrate, the town council, and several 
clergymen of various religious communities, and also several 
distinguished families belonging to the town. 

The text selected was from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 40, 
verse 26, The Rabbi dwelt upon the sacred obligations of 
his office, he explained the difficulties that beset his path, 
enforced the necessity of an improved system of education, and 
of guiding aright the impulses which were so strongly inducing 
public attention to this subject. 

The discourse lasted about an hour and three quarters, and 
is described to have deeply affected his hearers, and to have 
satisfactorily proved the extent of the learned Rabbi's know- 
ledge, the correctness of his reasoning, and the eloquence with 
which it was enforced. ‘The writer concludes with a just 
eulogy upon the merits of the learned theologian, particularly 
in reference to the correctness of his views on the subject ol 
religious improvement, and the amelioration. of our scholastic 
institutions. 


613 PRECEPTS OF THE PENTATEUCH. 

It is well known that the divine code is contained in 613 
precepts, 248 of them enjoins special observances, 365 are pro- 
hibitory and require the abstaining from certain acts. There are 
many of these known by the name of o’pn the rationale of 
which cannot be ascertained with any degree of certainty. In- 
genious enquirers have assigned such reasons for the institution 
of these precepts as could be reconciled to their particular 
judgments: they have promulgated their explanations on the 
ground, that the proofs so elicited of an admirable adaptation 
of every requirement to the welfare and good government of 
the Jewish people, must prove an additional incentive to grate- 
ful conformity. It may, however, be questioned, whether this 


| pretension to fathom the motives of the Divine legislator, 
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may not only be open to a charge of presumption 7 but inasmuch 
as the hypothesis advanced by one mans unstable Judgment, 
may be proved untenable by another's, the sense of obligation 
to perform or to abstain must be weakened wherever the good 
of man, as defined by man’s reason, might be made to excuse 
organic charges according to man’s notions of time, place, and 
circumstances, Faith requires implicit obedience; the 
purer sacrifice is not mere self-denial sensually, but the school- 
ing of the stubborn spirit to His will, simply because it is His 
will, 

‘T'o discover our own advantage in obedience, may be to know 
God; we must go beyond what can be so discovered, in order 
freely to serve Him. This has not failed in some measure to 
strike the enquirers alluded to, who, by way of caution 
against too great a dependence on their hypothetical reasons, 
and the mischiefs which might result therefrom, have themselves 
acknowledged that the very conflicting conclusions which have 
in some cases been arrived at, are so many proofs of want of 
authority, and that the precepts remain no less obligatory 
though all these assumptions should be disproved. With this 
admouitory introduction we propose, to give occasional notices 
of the reasons assumed for the institution of some of these pre - 
cepts. 


‘TALMUDIC TALES. 
(Imitated from the German). 


King Munbas, during the existence of a famine, devoted his 
hereditary and amassed treasures to the want of his people. 
His family reproached him bitterly. ‘* Thy. ancestors,” said 
they, increased by their economy the hereditary treasures: 
wherefore hast thou so suddenly squandered the fruits of their 
care and thine own?” ‘ My ancestors,” replied he, ** sought 
after earthly treasures; 1, for those of a heavenly nature: their 
wealth was transient ; mine will remain to me for ever: their 
treasures were barren; mine bear Godlike fruits: they multt- 
lied treasures; I, grateful hearts: they husbanded for their 
seria I, for myself; their recompence was their gold ; mine— 
Oh! the fruition of that is in eternity.—( Baba Batra.) 

The Lhree Friends.—A certain man had three friends: for 
two of these he had a great affection, the third was compara- 
tively indifferent to him. He was summoned before the judge 
ona charge which, though he was innocent, was pressed hard 
against him. ‘ Which of you,” said he, ** will accompany 
me and testify for me? for lam hard pressed, and the King is 
incensed against me.” The first of his friends excused himself 
at once from going, on the plea of other business. The second 
accompanied him to the door of the hall of justice, but turned 
about and retreated, through fear of the angry judge. The 
third triend, upon whom he had placed least dependence, went 
boldly in, pleaded for him, and proved his innocence so clearly, 


that the judge not only acquiited him, but made him compen- | 


sation, 

Three friends has man in this world: how do they serve him 
Sn the hour of death ? Wealth, which he has regarded as his 
best friend, abandons him first, and goes not with him at all. 
His relatives and friends,—but attend him to the portals of the 
grave, and turn back again to ibeir own homes. The third, 
most forgotten in his lifetime, are his virtuous and noble deeds : 
they alone accompany him to the throne of the upiversal judge, 
they present themselves, plead for bim, and find justice and 
favor.—(F'rom the Book Chovot-halvovot.) 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 24th Dec. 12th of nay. Sabbath at 34° 
Sabb, 25 Portion of the week 
Friday 31 | Re, Sabbath at 34° 

bb, 1 Jan. 1842. 20 66 Portion of the week pypy 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
Our personal friends will, as we hope, excuse this curt 
mode of answering their communications with the rest, our 
labours are so heavy as to leave no alternative. 
£. D., Liverpool.—We are content. 


Road, 


H. M. S., Southampton, reminds us that 
5.. on the * Alleged Progress of London 
Christianity,” notices a distortion of facts whic a 
arallel, in the magnifying by the “ Times of a slig er- 
between the small congregation of Southampton our 
spiritual head some years since. Our 
to the * Independent Journal ” of that 
September last, for proof that the congregation there . ee y 
submits to the same discipline, in all respects, as the other com- 

unities of British Jews. 

for Conformity.—(Second paper,) ought to 
separately printed, and add ressed specially to parties ay Wag“ r 
The Free School —W ill our correspondent permit us to han 
his letter, with or without his name (which he sends us) to the 

committee of this establishment ? es | 

M's letter on the want of a spiritual guide by the ancient con- 
gregation of Shaar Ashamain, would, if published in our 
columns, be misconstrued ; his remarks on a college are In- 

A..** On the religious education of Jewish females,’ and 
W. J., Finsbury, “* On the co-operation of kindred charities, 
in an early number. 

School for Adult Jewish Females.—* Censor's” hints would 
be more fitly addressed ¢o the parties concerned, then directed 
at them through our columns. | 

NOTICE. 

Subscribers of One Guinea, towards the reduction of our 
pecuniary loss on the publication, will in future be entitled 
to two copies on the day of publication. We have also to 
acknowledge some subscriptions of Half a Guinea, for which 
One Copy will be regularly transmitted. 


Apvertisements received by the Printer, or any of the 
Agents, and charged on the. most moderate scale of similar 
publications: they must be sent in early in the week, and we 
can only admit a limited number, 


\ ISS BELISARIO most respectfully informs her Friends 
A that she continues to execute orders in the various 
branches of Millinery, Childrens’ Dresses, &c., on the shortest 
notice. | 

Grateful for the kind patronage hitherto received, she begs 
to solicit a continuance. 

Orders intrusted to her care for Millinery, &c., to be supplied 
for the East aud West Inpies, will, as heretofore, be promptly 
attended to, and onthe most liberal terms, 

3, Castle-street, St. Mary Axe. 


Ww? NTED by a respectable Jewess, a Situation as Lady’s 
Maid, or Needle Woman: she understands Millinery 
and Dress-making. Direct to A. L., 25, Bermondsey New 


The following Works by the Rev. Isaac Leeser. 
to be had of J. Reynolds, No. 11, Church-row, Aldgate. 
} ISCOURSES, ARGUMENTATIVE and DEVO- 
¥ TIONAL, delivered in the Synagogue. Mikveh Israel 
Philadelphia, 5590 to 5597, and 5598 to 5601. 
Ist series, 2 vols. bound in 1, price 20s. 
2d series, | vol. price 12s. 
Instructions in the Mosaic religion, from the German of 
Johlson, price 4s. | | 
The Hebrew Reader, designed as an easy guide to the 
Hebrew tongue. Part I. The Spelling-book, price 2s. | 
An Allowance made to Schools. 


\ ANTED by a respectable young Woman of the Jewish 
persuasion, a situation as Preparatory Governess, Com- 
panion, Ilousekeeper, or Lady’s Maid, and to make herself 


enerally useful. Satisfactory reference can be given to the 
dy whose service she is about leaving. 


Apply (if by letter, post-paid,) to A, care of Mr. V 
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